DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING                                                                                                                     109 SOUTH THIRD AVENUE     DILLON SC 29536                                                                                                                                                                                                                             MARCH 25, 2026    5:00 PM 
The Dillon County Council held a Regular Meeting on March 25, 2026 at 5:00 pm in the County Council Chambers. Present were Detrice Dawkins, Robbie Coward, Dennis Townsend, James Washington, Brad Coward and Stevie Grice. Present by phone was Kenny Cook Jr. Also present was Ken Dubose, Attorney, Tim Harper, County Administrator, Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council, Betsy Finklea, Dillon County News LLC and Vickie Rogers, The Dillon Herald.

The following were notified of the meeting and was provided an agenda by email:
TimHarper<tharper@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyAdministrator<dcadministrator@dilloncountysc.org>,MatthewElvington<melvington@dilloncountysc.org>,dccbuzzyfinklea@gmail.com,KenDuBose<ken@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,JonRobinson<jon@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,CountyCouncil<countycouncil@dilloncountysc.org>,JamalCampbell<jamal_campbell24@yahoo.com>,dennistownsend@bellsouth.net,DetriceDawkins<tricedawkins@yahoo.com>,HaroldMoody<Harmick@aol.com>,gmcleod<ironman3744@gmail.com>,StevieGrice<gricecube@hotmail.com>,gricecube@icloud.com,"charliecbailey@aol.com"<charliecbailey@aol.com>,<bludwig@southerncurrentllc.com>,<mastercurry@bellsouth.net>,<richard.d.gaddy@gmail.com>,<news@wmbfnews.com>,sccones@aol.com,<dillonherald@yahoo.com>,<dtholder@gmail.com>,<ljackson@dillonsheriff.org>,<john.jackson1995@yahoo.com>,<jacoriem@ymail.com>,<steve@arsmarketing.com>,<code17@bellsouth.net>,<jward929@gmail.com>,<karend.francis@mcleodhealth.org>,<kjordan@marlboro.coop>,<tlane1018@aim.com>,<martinfireman9@aol.com>,<snapceo@aol.com>,<smcrae911@yahoo.com>,<dillonriskmgr@aol.com>,<mlee@mhisc.com>,<morrislt13@yahoo.com>,"news@wbtw.com"<news@wbtw.com>,"Susan.Norton@perdue.com"<susan.norton@perdue.com>,"patel1223@gmail.com"<patel1223@gmail.com>,"cpelfrey@netc.edu"<cpelfrey@netc.edu>,"Proctorhaywood@gmail.com"<proctorhaywood@gmail.com>,"rjfodera@wpde.com"<rjfodera@wpde.com>,"roscoxen@aol.com"<roscoxen@aol.com>,"randyrouse@bellsouth.net"<randyrouse@bellsouth.net>,"news@scnow.com"<news@scnow.com>,"tigger_2g@msn.com"<tigger_2g@msn.com>,"scemtgerry@gmail.com"<scemtgerry@gmail.com>,"kls1@rocketmail.com"<kls1@rocketmail.com>,"ssuber@mhisc.com"<ssuber@mhisc.com>,"ttaylor383@aol.com"<ttaylor383@aol.com>,<tbrown@wpde.com>,<vanns4@bellsouth.net>,<code17@gmail.com>,<agendas@voterheads.com>,<tim@ammonshayes.com>,<wmiller@dilloncountysc.org>,<dillon1447@aol.com>,"<jcampbellmcso@yahoo.com>,<jtthomas@netc.edu>,<anthony.moore29536@gmail.com>,<margaretmarstin@parkerpoe.com>,<kevin.drawhorn@yahoo.com><aowens297957@gmail.com>,<tonigraves01@gmail.com>,<cedricgp.cp@gmail.com>,<mkoch@mhisc.com>,<crawfordronald00@gmail.com>,<maggiedunham53@gmail.com>,gtauction@gmail.com<dctaxassessor@dilloncountysc.org>,<jameslighty85@gmail.com>,<amazinggrace11520@yahoo.com>,<nancyhargrove@att.net>,JoySnipes<joyrsnipes@yahoo.com>,RobbieCoward<robbiecoward@aol.com>,<josephinegilchrist@aol.com>,<herbert.jacobs@mail.com>,<dmoody9588@gmail.com>,<dcriskmanager@dilloncountysc.org>,<cneelytrainer@gmail.com>,charles@currybyrdlaw.net,<lavern.sellers@yahoo.com>,<calishaccu@gmail.com>,<staylor@postandcourier.com>,<jcpwl@yahoo.com>,jhamilton@dillonsheriff.org"Director,HR"<hrdirector@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyBenefits<dilloncountybenefits@dilloncountysc.org>jackiehayes@schouse.gov,DianeLewis<dlewis@dilloncountysc.og>,"betsyfinklea5@gmail.com"<betsyfinklea5@gmail.com>,jordan@thedillonherald.comvrogers@thedillonherald.com,"Director,DCE911"<dce911director@dilloncountysc.org>,marquitabritton<marquita_britton@yahoo.com>,jwashingtonwfc@gmail.com,cowardstowing@aol.com,Don Strickland <Dstrickland@pdrta.org>,llinda54@hotmail.com,Brad Coward<bcoward@dilloncountysc.org>,James Washington jwashington@dilloncountysc.org, dccoc@dilloncountysc.org Christy Overstreet <coverstreet@dilloncountysc.org> Calvin Pompey <preventionspecialist@dilloncountysc.org>,Jody Barr <Jody.Barr@qcnews.com>
CALL TO ORDER 
Councilman Dennis Townsend called the meeting to order and presided over the meeting.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Councilman Dennis Townsend led the Pledge of Allegiance.

INVOCATION                                                                                                                           
Councilman Dennis Townsend gave the invocation.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA                                                                                                                 Councilwoman Detrice Dawkins made a motion to approve the agenda. She was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – FEBRUARY 25, 2026                                                                    A motion was made by Robbie Coward to Approve the Minutes for February 25, 2026. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.
ORDINANCES
ORDINANCE NO. 26-02 – BY TITLE ONLY                                                                                                                     AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A FEE IN LIEU OF AD VALOREM TAX AND SPECIAL SOURCE REVENUE CREDIT AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND A COMPANY OR COMPANIES KNOWN TO THE COUNTY AT THIS TIME AS PROJECT JUDY WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY IN THE COUNTY, WHEREBY SUCH PROPERTY WILL BE SUBJECT TO CERTAIN PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES, INCLUDING THE PROVISION OF CERTAIN SPECIAL SOURCE REVENUE CREDITS; AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO. 
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve Ordinance No. 26-02. He was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
ORDINANCE NO. 26-03 – FIRST READING – BY TITLE ONLY                                                                                                   An Ordinance Amending the Dillon County Zoning Map Classification of property located at 1085 Airport Road, Dillon SC (Tax Map No: 040-00-00-034) from Light Industrial District (ID1) to Rural District (RU)                                                                                 Property Owner(s): Bryan Braddock, SC Keys, LLC, as proposed purchaser as agent for Dillon County 	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to approve Ordinance No. 26-03 First Reading- By Title Only. She was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.
FAIR HOUSING RESOLUTION – APRIL 2026                                                                        The Fair Housing Resolution for April 2026 was read by Dennis Townsend, Council Chair. A motion was made by James Washington to approve the Fair Housing Resolution – April 2026. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.	
RESOLUTION HONORING TIMMIE AND VALERIE FAULK                                            The Resolution was read and a motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to approve the Resolution Honoring Timmie and Valerie Faulk. She was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.                             
COUNCIL RECREATION REQUEST                                                                                  East Regional Softball League was given donation for Fork Softball Team for Balls. Dennis Townsend donated $300.00 and Robbie Coward donated $100.00.
American Legion, Lloyd Brown Post 0032 were given donations to send 16 boys to Boys State. Dennis Townsend and Kenny Cook Jr donated $300.00 each, Detrice Dawkins donated $50.00, James Washington donated	$100.00 and Robbie Coward	$100.00 as Personal Donation. 
First Steps were given donations for their Annual Day of Giving. Detrice Dawkins donated $100.00, James Washington donated $50.00 and Robbie Coward gave $100.00 as a personal donation.
The Latta Annual Springfest were given donations. Kenny Cook Jr. donated $75.00, Brad Coward gave $300.00 as a personal donation and Robbie Coward gave $200.00 as a personal donation.
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve the Council Recreation Request. He was seconded by Detrice Dawkins. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF APPLICATION FOR USE OF COURTHOUSE GROUNDS                                                            
A. Name: Detrice Dawkins		                        Date of Event: May 16, 2026                                                                         Event: Women’s Empowerment Program      	Time 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve Detrice Dawkins for the Approval of Application for Use of the Courthouse Grounds for her Women’s Empowerment Program on May 16, 2026. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.
B. Name: Detrice Dawkins		                       Date of Event: June 19, 2026                                    Event: Juneteenth Program		           Time 7:00 AM - 4:00 PM
A motion was made by James Washington for the Approval of Application for Use of Courthouse Grounds for Detrice Dawkins for her Juneteenth Program on June 19, 2026. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.
PATRICIA MANNING, PARENT FACILITATOR – PEE DEE COALITION                                                                  Patricia Manning, Parent Facilitator-Pee Dee Coalition introduced herself to County Council. She works with a program called Parents Education Parent Support (PEPS) Program through Pee Dee Coalition serving Chesterfield, Darlington, Dillon, Florence, Marion, Marlboro and Williamsburg Counties. PEPS is a twelve-week parenting program. They teach parents how to bond with their kids. Some are referred by DSS and some come on their own. They discuss substance abuse as well as alcohol abuse and how it impacts families and also child abuse and neglect. She thanked council for letting her come and speak. She also asked them to share the information with others.
APPROVAL OF BIDS FOR ANIMAL SHELTER                                                                      Tim Harper, Administrator asked that council take under advisement that the Animal Shelter be discussed during the budget process and maybe use the GO Bond. The Approval of Bids for Animal Shelter was deferred until the next budget meeting. He said that the bids had just came in and were substantially higher. 	
BID ON FIRE DEPARTMENT BRUSH TRUCK                                                                                   The low Bid with Santee Automotive on the Fire Department Brush Truck was $44,877.00 and the Skid Unit with Walley’s Fire Safety was $22,021.33. 
Robbie Coward made a motion to approve the bids for the Brush Truck and Skid Unit. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.	
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS                                                                                              There were no Committee Appointments.
A motion to go into Executive Session was made by Detrice Dawkins. She was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
A. Economic Development Project: Legal Update
B. Potential Litigation: Legal Briefing
A motion to come out of Executive Session was made by Detrice Dawkins. She was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.
NO ACTION WAS TAKEN IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                        Detrice Dawkins made a motion to Adjourn. She was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.

______________________________________
Dennis Townsend, Chairman 

______________________________________
Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council

______________________________________
Date Approved

